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As Chairman of the Energy and Water Sub-
committee on Appropriations, he has done an
extraordinary job of balancing the national and
regional needs; and has always been a good
steward of federal funds. He is a leader who
has proven he can get things done.

He is a strong friend of Florida and a great
American. | thank him for the continued sup-
port in working with me on various projects in
my City of Miami and my state of Florida. |
know | speak for Members on both sides of
the aisle, when | say that Chairman Packard’s
calm judgement, strong leadership, unfailing
courtesy and good humor have been truly ap-
preciated in our deliberations and will be sore-
ly missed.

Chairman PACKARD was first elected to Con-
gress in 1982 by a write-in vote, becoming
only the fourth successful write-in candidate
for Congress in the history of the United
States. Prior to his election to Congress, he
served four years as mayor of Carlsbad, Cali-
fornia, in the district he now represents. A
dentist by education and profession, he was
always active in civic affairs and public serv-
ice.

Chairman PACKARD, you can be very proud
of your accomplishments here and in the im-
print that you have made in this institution and
on the nation. | wish you the very best in the
new challenges you undertake.

Mr. Speaker, Congressman’s PACKARD'’S re-
tirement is a loss to this institution, to his col-
leagues and in particular to his constituents.
He will be remembered for his commitment
and leadership. The people of California’s 48th
Congressional District will miss him, and so
will we.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
join my colleagues from the California delega-
tion in congratulating Congressman RON
PACKARD on his retirement after serving the
people of Southern California for over 20
years. | would like to take a moment to honor
him and his record of service to California and
the United States. Congressman PACKARD
began his long career of public service as a
trustee of the Carlsbad Unified School District.
After serving on the Carlsbad City Council,
and later as Mayor of Carlsbad, RoON was
elected to the House of Representatives from
California’s 48th District. In his first election to
the House, he was only the fourth successful
write-in candidate in U.S. history.

The citizens of Orange County, San Diego
County and Riverside County, who placed his
name on that first ballot, returned RON PACK-
ARD to the House eight more times. | join the
other members of the San Diego delegation in
recognizing that the people of his district, of
Southern California, and of the United States
have been well served by his exemplary ca-
reer.

As Chairman of the Energy and Water Sub-
committee on Appropriations, Chairman of the
Military  Construction  Appropriations  Sub-
committee, and Chairman of the Legislative
Branch Appropriations Subcommittee, RON
PACKARD was a model of bipartisan leader-
ship. He always worked with Members on both
sides of the aisle in a fair and balanced man-
ner to bring important legislation to a success-
ful conclusion. He represents how one can be
a friendly and helpful person even to those,
like myself, with whom he disagreed on most
policy issues.

RON, as you look toward the future and a
well-deserved retirement, the people of South-
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ern California and your colleagues from the
California delegation thank you for your fine
example and wish you and your wife, Jeanne,
the best of luck.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, it has been my
great privilege to serve in this body for the last
eighteen years with my California colleague,
RON PACKARD, and on the Appropriations
Committee for the last eight. | also served on
the Military Construction Subcommittee when
he was its chairman and with him on the For-
eign Operations Subcommittee.

| have very much enjoyed his friendship, our
common interest in the great game of golf (at
which he is very proficient, and | am, unfortu-
nately, not very), as well as the opportunity to
work with him on matters of mutual interest.
He has always been fair, courteous, and forth-
coming in all our dealings, a man of impec-
cable honesty and integrity, and the kind of
representative for his constituents that does
this body proud.

While we have our differences philosophi-
cally—for example, on voluntary family plan-
ning—I respect his commitments to his core
beliefs. People of good will in our system can
always hold differing convictions so long as
they are mutually respected.

| wish RoN and his wife, Jean, a rich and
full and enjoyable life in retirement, the joys of
his wonderful family, and, of course, lots of su-
perlative rounds on his favorite courses.

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE RON
PACKARD, MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from California (Mr. Doo-
LITTLE) is recognized for 5 minutes.
Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, |

yield to the gentleman from California
(Mr. PACKARD).

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman from California (Mr.
DooLITTLE) for yielding to me.

I am overwhelmed by my colleagues
and the generous, kind things that
they have said. | have had the privilege
to serve in Congress for 18 years now. |
shall be eternally grateful to my con-
stituents, the voters of my district, in
San Diego County, Orange County, and
Riverside County for allowing me to
represent them here in Congress. To
participate in the greatest legislative
body in the world is a privilege that
only a few have experienced, and I have
been blessed beyond measure with that
privilege.

When | first came to Congress, there
were several major goals that | had
hoped we could achieve together in our
government. We were awash in deficit
spending, adding to the national debt
between $200 billion and $400 billion a
year. | wanted to see our government
live within its revenues and balance its
budget. | wanted to restructure the en-
titlements of welfare and Medicare and
Social Security. | wanted to reduce the
heavy tax burden of our taxpayers. |
wanted to strengthen our defense. |
wanted to reduce the size of govern-
ment and make it more efficient and
more effective.

Who could have dreamed 18 years ago
that we would be able, Republicans and
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Democrats together, to accomplish
these remarkable goals? It has been a
great time to serve in the House of
Representatives. The opportunity to
serve with each Member of Congress
has been a wonderful treat, both sides
of the aisle. | have not found it any
more difficult to love and appreciate
my Democratic friends than my Repub-
lican friends.

To work with a competent and loyal
staff has been a great privilege. | have
had great staff members throughout
my career.

To serve with President Reagan and
President Bush and, yes, with Presi-
dent Clinton, has been a very memo-
rable experience for me.

I sincerely appreciate the kind and
generous remarks of my colleagues
from California and from all the other
States that have been here. | love them
dearly.

Lastly, I must express my deep love
and admiration that | have for my
wife, Jean. This job is particularly dif-
ficult for spouses and for family mem-
bers. No Member of Congress could
enjoy love and support and devotion
more than | have from my wonderful
wife and family. | am so fortunate.

I love what | do in this hallowed
Chamber. |1 love America. | will miss
dearly my colleagues, my constituents,
my staff. I will miss the work. | love
what we do here. | will not miss the un-
certain schedule. I will not miss the
fund-raising nor the campaigning. |
will not miss the regular traveling
from coast to coast. But | have learned
that there are only three ways to leave
this place, and two of them are real
bad. I am leaving the right way, at the
top of my career.

I am a praying man. | pray every
day. And | will pray daily for all of my
colleagues who continue this great
work and service in this great delibera-
tive body. I will miss you all very dear-
ly. I love you and I love the work. | bid
you a very fond farewell.

I want to thank those that put to-
gether this most memorable hour to-
gether. | deeply appreciate my col-
leagues, all of you. Thank you very,
very much.

HEALTH CARE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, this
evening | am going to be joined with
some of my colleagues on the Demo-
cratic side of the aisle to discuss health
care and what we believe should be
done in the waning days of this Con-
gress. Unfortunately, most of what we
are about to discuss is part of the un-
finished agenda here which | have been
somewhat critical of the Republican
leadership in the House of Representa-
tives for because these health care
issues have not been resolved; yet they



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-29T09:42:28-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




